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who possess more address; his abilities,  however,   wen
always exhibited to me in the form of low cunning, artifice,
and subterfuge.    You  will find  a most   virulent   part)
formed against his highness amongst a certain description
of the Company's servants, civil and military, at Madras
The persons concerned in this party preserve no bounds o
moderation or of decency in their public language concern
ing his highnesses conduct and character; and if their opi
nion were suffered to guide the councils of the Government
of Fort St. George, there is no degree of public humiliation
or disgrace to which his highness would not be subjected,
and scarcely an excess of compulsion and violence which
would not be attempted to extort the surrender of his coun-
try from him.    I must here take the occasion of assuring
your Lordship that the character of those measures is wholly
inconsistent with the acknowledged temper and disposition
of Lord Hobart, whom I have known with the utmost de-
gree of intimacy for many years.    I shall forward to your
Lordship shortly copies of the papers which passed between
me and the Nabob, together with my observations upon
them.    In the meanwhile I offer it as my sincere advice to
your Lordship not to attempt any immediate negociation
with his highness for the surrender of his country*  I found
his mind in a state of great irritation and  alarm; and
although I flatter myself that those emotions were in some
degree abated by my intercourse with him, I can hardly ex-
pect that he is yet inclined to give favourable attention to
any proposition for a modification of the treaty of 1792,
For my own part, notwithstanding the anxiety of the Court
of Directors upon the  subject, I entertain very serious
doubts whether the Company would gain considerably by
the surrender of the mortgaged districts.    This,  however,
is a point upon which I have not yet formed a decided opi-
nion.   I must, therefore,  entreat your Lordship to turn